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WangLaboratoresOverview

Background

WangLaboratories(\Wang)wasfoundedin1951byDr.AnWang. Fromthe 1950s
totheearly1970s, Wangspecializedinlaboratoryinstrumentationandcalculators
forsmallbusinesses. IN1972,Wangintroduceditsfirstbusinesscomputerline—
theWang2200System. In1976, Wangintroducedthefirstfull-screenword-
processingsystem,calledthe\WWangWPS. TheWangWPSusedthesamehardware
andsoftwarearchitectureastne\Wang2200.

Eachterminal(calleda“workstation”inthe\WWangenvironment)containsa
Z80-basedmicroprocessor. TheZ80reducestheworkloadonthecentralproces-
sorduringl/O-intensiveactvities. Thisfeatureallowstheoverallsystemperfor-
mancetoremainrelativelyunaffectedbythenumberofworkstationsinuse. The
WangWPSlinewasverysuccessful, propelingWangtothe$500milionsales
markbytheyear1975.

IN1977,thecompanyintroduceditsOffice Information Systems(OIS) product
family,alsobasedonthe Z80microprocessor. The OlSisasharedword-process-
ingsystem,andthebasicsystemconfigurationconsistsofacentralunitwithhard
diskstorageandfrom4to48workstationsconnectedviadualcoaxialcable.

TheWangVirtualStorage(VS)system, introducedin1979,isnowtheworkhorseof
theWangproductiine. TheWangVSisasophisticatedminicomputersystemthat
ismostoftenusedinoffice-automationsettings. Inessence, the\Wangstrategy
revolvesaroundconfiguringaminicomputertoactasafileserver, trafficcop,and
mainstoragedeviceforworkstationsandpersonalcomputersconnectedtothe
host. Theseworkstationsandpersonalcomputersareinteligent,andsystem
softwareisloadedintothemviathehost.

Thetypical VSsystemconfigurationconsistsofacentralcomputerwithharddisk
storageandfrom10to292workstationstypicallyconnectedviaWang'sproprietary
928dualcoaxialcable.

Otherproductsinthe Wanglineincludethe\WangAlliance,asophisticated
databasecomputerproductiine;WangMS-DOS-basedpersonalcomputers,which
workasindependentdevicesorwithinWWangVS-basednetworks;Wanglntegrated
ImagingSystem(WIIS),anewseriesofimage-basedsystemsforstoringand
retrievinglargevolumesofdocuments;andFreestyle,anMS-DOS-basedsystem
thatpermitsuserstoannotatedocumentselectronicallyusinghandwritingorvoice.
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